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Around the mew position a circle,
somewhat larger than in the former iu-
stance, was now described, and wo again |
set to work with the spades. 1 was|
dreadfully weary, but, scarcely under-
standing what had occasioned the change |
in my thoughts, 1felt no longer any great |
aversioti fiom the labor imposed. f had
become most unaccountably interested — |
nay, even excited. DPerhaps there was
womething, amid all the extravagant de-
meanor of Legrand—some air of fore-
thought, or oFrdclibenl.iun, which im- |
pressed me. [ duog eagerly, and now and
then ganght mysell actually looking, with |
somothing that very much resombled ex-
pectation, for the fancied treasure, the |
vision of which had demented my unfor- |
tunate companion. At a poriod when
such vagaries of thought most fully pos-

sessed me, and when we had been at work

sorhaps an hour and a half, we were again |
interrapted by the violent howlings of
the dog. His uneasinoss, in the first in- |
stance, had been, evidently, but the re- |
sult of a playfulness or caprice, but he
now assumod a bitter and serious tone. |
Upon Jupiter's again attempting to muz-
#le him, he made furious resistance, and
leaping into the hole, tore up the mold
frantically with his claws, In a few sec-
onds he liad uncovered a mass of hinman
bones, forming two complete skoletons,
and intermingled with several buttons of

| % ctal, and what appeared to be the dust

l
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of decayed woolen, One or two strokes
of a spade upturned the blado of a large
Spanish knir. and, as wo dug further,
three or four looss pieces of gold and sil-
ver coin eame to light,

At Sigilt of these the i",\' of Jil{lill'l‘
could scarcely be restrained; bot the
countenance of lis master wore ao air of
extreme disappaintment.  He urgod s,
however, to continne our exertions, sl
the words were hardly uttered when |
stumbled and fell forward, having canght
the toe of my boot in alarge ring of iron
that lay buried in tho loose carth,

Wa now worked in good earnest and
never did [ pass tea minutes of more in:
tende excitement.  During this interval
we had fairly unearthed an oblong chest
of wood, which, from its perfeot preserva-
tion and wonderful hardoess;, hal plain
been subijected to some mineralizing pro-
cess—perhaps that of the bi-chlorile of
wereury,  This box was three fect and a
half long, three feet browd, and two and
a half feet deep. It was finaly secured
by bands of wrought iron, riveted, and |
forming s kind of open trellis-work over |
the whole, Oa each side of the ehest, |
near the top, were three rings of iron— |
six in all—by means of which a firm hold
could beo obtainml by six persons, COur
utinost united endeavors served only to
disturb the coffer very slightly inits bed. |
Woe at once saw the impossibility of re- |
moving so great & woight.  Luckily, the |
sole fastenings of the lid consisted of two
sliding bolts. These we drew back— |
trembling and panting with anxiety. In
an instant, a treasure of luealenlable value
lay gleaming before us.  As the rays of

the lanterns fell within the pit, there |

flashed npward a glow and a glare, from |
a vonfused heap of gold and of jewels |

® (hat absolutely dazzled our eyes.

I shall not pretend to describe the feel-
ings with which I gazed. Amazement
was, of course, predominant. Legrand
appeared exhansted with excitemont, and
spoke very few words. Jupiter's coun-
tonance wore, for some minutes, as deadly
a pallor as it is possible, in the nature n!‘i
things, for any negro's visage to assume,
He soemed stupefiecd—thunderstricken.
I'resently he fell upon his kuwves in the
pit, and, burying his naked arms up to
tho elbow in gold, lot them there remain,
as if enjoying the luxury of a bath, At
length, with a deep sigh, he exclaiffed, as
il in soliloguy :

‘And dis all cum ob de goole-bug ! de

utty goole-bug! de poor little goole-bug |
fvha{ in dat sabage kind ob
style! Aint you shamed ob yoursell

nigger’—answer me dat!’

%ebecmo necessary, at last, that I
should srouse both master and valet to
the expedicncy of removing the treasure.
It was growing late, and it behooved us
to muke oxertion, that we might get
everything housed before daﬂiﬂt. It
wak difficult to say what shou done,
and much time was spent in deliberation

«—30 confused wore the ideas of all.  We |
finall ned the box by removing
twa-t of it contents, when we wero
enabled, with some trouble, to raise it
from the hole. The articles taken out
were deposited among the bramblos, and
the dog left to guard them, with strict
orders from Jupiter neither, upon any
pretense, to stir from the spot, nor to
open his mouth until our return. We

hurriedly made for home with the
chest ; r-ﬁ‘gth hut in safoty, but
after excessive toil, at 1 o'clock in the

Worn out as we were, it was

mo -

not in human nature to do more immedi- | pefied me for a time.  This is the usual | b

stely. We rested until two, and had |effoct of such coincidonce. The mind

supper; starting for the hills immediately | straggles to establish a connection—a se-

afterward, armed with three stout sacks, | quence of cause and effoct—and, being

: the |unable to do o wuffers a species of tem-

paralysis. Bat, when I recovered

Frmn this stupor, there dawned upon me

gradually a convietion which startled me

lenmed over the tree-tops in the East.
Q"u were now thoroughly broken down;
but the intense excitement of the time
denied us repose,  After an unquiet
slnmber of some three or four hours da-
ration, wo arose, as if by pre.coneert, to
miake cxamination of our treasure.

The chest had been full to the brim,
and wo spent the whole day, and the
greater part of the noxt night, in » seru-
tiny of its contents. "There had been
nothing like order or arrangement.—
Evorything lad been heaped in promis-
ouously. ?In\ ing assorted all with eare,
we found ourselves wsoll of oven
vaster wealth than we bal at first sup.
posed. In coin there was rather more
than four bundred and fifty thousand
dollars — estimating the valoe of the
pitces, a8 acenrately as we could, by the
tables of the period. There was not a
particle of silver. Al was gold of an-
tigue date and of great varicty—Frengh,
Spanish and Gennan money, with'a few
English guineas, and some counters
of which we had never seon specimens
before, There were several large and
heavy eoing, so worn that we conld make
nothing of their inscriptions.  There was
no American money, The value of the
jewels, we found more diflivulty in esti-
mating,
of them execedingly large and fine—a
hundred and ten in all, and not one of
them small; eighteon rubies of romark-
able Lrillianey, —three huandred and ten
emeralds, all very beautiful,—and twenty
one sgapphires, with an opal.  These
stones had all been broken from their
settings and thrown loose in the chest,
The settings themselvos, which we picked
out from among the other gold, appeared
to have been beaten up with hammers, as
if to prevent identification. Besides all
this, there was a vast quantity of selid
goll ornaments; — nearly two hundred
massive finger and ear-rings;—rich chains
—thirty of these,if I remomber,—cighty
three very large and heavy erucifixes, —
fine gold consers of great value,—a pro-
digivae goldon punch-bowl, ornmented
with richly chased vinedeaves and Dae-
chanalian figures ; with two sword han-
dlos l\;-Jlli-‘;l"l".' e bossed,
other amaller articles which | cannot ¢
olloet, The weight of these valuables
exvended three inndred and Gty poands
avoirdapoisg and in this estimato 1 hay
not included one hondred and minety
sAven -.t.l-i-rln l_'-ll.! watches ; t‘;l\'.l‘ of the
niumber being worth each five hundred
dollars, if one. Many of them wore very
old, and as time-keepors valucless, the

| works hinving sulfered more or less from

corrosion—Dbut all were richly jewelled
andd in cases of groat worth, We esti-
mated the entire contents of the chiest,
that wierht, at & million and a half of dol-
lars, and, upon the subsequont disposal of
the trinkets and jewels, (a few being re

| tained for our own use,) it was found

that we lhad gready undervalued the
treasuare,

When, st length, we had concluded
onr examination, anil the intense excite-
ment of the time had, in some mensure,
subsided, Legrand, who saw that 1 was
dying with impatience, for a solution of
this most extraordinary riddle, entered
into & full detail of all the circumstances
connected with it. -

¢ You remembor, said he, ¥ the night
when 1 handed you the rough sketch |
had made of the scurebous. Yon rocols
lect also, that | became quite vexed at
yon for insisting that my drawing resem-
blel & death's head. When you first
mnde this assertion I thonght yon were
jesting ; but afterward I called to mind
the peeulisr spots on the back of the in-
sect, and admitted to mysell that your
remark had some little foundation in fuct.
Still, the sneer at iy graphie powers ir-
ritated me—for 1 am considered a good
artist—and, therefore, when yon handed
me the seoap of ||ar.:h'.m'ul. I was .hnl‘u
to ernmble it up snd throw it angrily in
the fire.'

“I'he sorap of paper, you mean,’ said I.

“ No: it bad mueh of the appearance
of paper, and, at fist, I supposed it to !u-
such, but when 1 came to deaw upon i,
I discovered it, at once, to be a piece of
very thin parcliment. It was quite dirty,
vou remoember. Well, as 1 was in the
;rl"r}' act of crumbling it np, my glance
fell upon the sketch at which yon had
been looking, and yon may imagine my
astonishmont whon I perceived in faot,
the fignre of a vin-nth'--'mml just where, it
goemed to we, 1 had made the drawing of
the beetle,. For a moment I was too
much amazed to think with accuracy. |1
kuew that my design was very different
in detail from this—althongh there was a
cortain similarity in general outline.—
Prosently 1 took a eandle, and, scating
mysell at the other end of the room, pro-
cevded to serutinize the parchment more

closely. Upon turning it over, I saw my
own sketch the reverse, just as |
had wado it. My fivst idea, now, was

mere surprise at the really remarkable
similarity of outlinu—at the singular co-
incidenee involved in the fact, that un.
known to me there should have been a
skull upon the other side of the parch.
ment, immediately boneath my figure of
the searabans, aud that this skull, not only
in outline, but in size, should so closely
resemble my drawing. I say the singu-
larity of this coineidence absolutely stu-

M&'dmulh“h;:jm 1
m to romoember

upon
parchment when T made my sketeh of the

Thera weroe |]|a|1lun-1~i—-§nm[‘|

and ‘.innlt:.'T
:- | mind, and thonght it best to make sure of

¢ | with Nataral History,

scarabawa.
this; for I recollected turning up first one
sido and then the other, in search of the
cleanest spot. Had the skull been then
there, of course I could not have failed
to notice it. HMero was indoed a mystery
which I felt it impossible to explain; but
even at that carly woment, there scemed
to glimmer, faintly, within the most re-
mote and secret n‘umberl of my intel-
leet, & glow-worm-like concoption of that
truth whichlast night's adventure brought
to so magnificent a demonstration,
aroso at onee, dismissing all furthor re-
fleetion until I shoull be alone.

“When you had gone, and whoen Jupiter
was fast asleep, I hetook myself to a more
methodical fuvestigation of the affair
Iu the first place I considered the manuer
in which the parchment had come into
my possession, The spot where we dis
covered the scarebens was on the coast of
the main land, about a mile eastward of
the island, and but a short distance above
high water mark. Upon my seizing it,
it gave me a sharp bite, which cansed me
to let it drop. Jupiter, with his accus-
tomed caution, befure seizing the inseet,
which had flown toward him, looked
albout him for a leaf, or something of
that nature, by which to take hold of it.
It was at this moment that his eyes, and
wing also, foll upon the sorap of parch-
| ment, which I then supposed to be paper.
It was lying hall buried in the sand a
corner aticking up.  Near the spot where
we found it, 1 ebserved the remnants of
the hull of what appoared to have been
n ship’s long Loat. 'The wreck seemed
to have beon there fora very great while;
for the rosemblance to boat timbers could
soarcely be traced.

‘Well, Jupiter picked up the parch-
ment, wrapped the bestle in it, and gave
it to me. Soom afterward we turned to
go home, and on the way met Lieutenant
1 showed him the insect,and he
begged me to let him take it to the fort.
Upon my cousenting, ho thrust it forth-
with into his waisteoat pocket, without
the parchment in which it had been
wrapped, and which I had continuvel to
hold in my hand daring his inspection
Terhaps {m dreaded my changing wmy
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the prize at once—you know how enthu-
[ sinstic he is on all subjects connected
| At the same time,
without being comseious of it, I must
bave deposited the parchment in my own
pocket,

*You remember that when 1 went to
the table, for the purpose of muking a
sketeh of the beetle, I found no pajer
where it was usnally kept. 1 looke! in
the drawer and fonnd none thero, |
searcliod my pockets hoping to find an
old letter, when my hand fell wpon the
parchment. | thus detail the precise
mode in which it cane into my posses-
sion; for the cirenustances impressed me
with peeuliar foree.

‘No doubt yon will think me fanciful
—but T had already established a kind of
connection, 1 had put together two links
of a great chain, There was a boat ly-
ing upon a sea-const, and not far from the
boat was a parchment—inof @ paper—with
a skull depicted upon it. You will, of
course, ask ‘where 15 the connection?” 1
roply that the skull, or death’s-head, is
the well-known emblem of the pirate.—
The tlag of the death’s-head is hoisted in
all engagoments,

‘I have said that the serap was parch-
ment, and not paper.  Parchmont is du-
rable—almost Lmperishable, Matters of
little moment are rarely consigned to
parchment ; since, for the mere ordinary
parposes of drawiog or writing, it is not
Il";ll’!_\' a0 well ﬂrlal‘lml s pajier. This
retlection sugwested some  moaning —
some relevancy—in the death's-head. 1
did not fail to observe, also, the form of
the parchment. Althongh one of the
corners had been, by some accident, de-
stroyed, it could be sven that the original
form was oblong. It was just sucha
slip, indeed, as might have been chosen
for n memorandum—for a reconl, of
something to be long remembered and
carclully preserved.”

* But,’ 1 intorposnd, ¢ you say that the
skull was mef apon the parchument when
you made the drawing of the beetlo.—
How then do you trace any éonnection
betwoen the boat and the skull—sinee
this latter, according to your own admis-
sion, must have been designed (God only
knows how or by whom) at some period
subsequent to your sketching the seare-
b ¥

‘Ah, herenpon turns the whole mys-
Inr{; although the seoret, at this point, I
had comparatively little difficulty Ii’: solv.
mg. My steps were sare and could af-
ford but a single result. I roasoned, for
example, thus : Whon T drew the sers-
baws there was no skull apparent upon
the parchmont.© When I had completed
the drawing I gave it to you, and ob-
served you narrowly until you returned
it. You, therefore, did not design the
skull, and no one else was presout to do
it, Then it was not done by human |

y. And novertholess it was done.

*At this of my reflections I en-
deavored to remomber, and did remem.
bor, with entire distinctness, every inoi-
dent which oceurred about the period in
question. The weather was chilly (oh
rare and happy accident!) and & firo was

lazing the hearth. 1 was heatod
with oum and sat near the table.—
You, nowever, had drawn a chair close
to chimney. Juost as I placed the

Emhmnth erhlnd,nmlu{onm
the act of inspecting it, Woll, the
Nowfoundland, entered, and upon
your shoulders. With your left hand

mmmmwu-os, while
b to fall hyh&m

1 became perfectly cortain of

caught it, and was about to caution you,
but before I eould speak, you had with-
drawn it and were en in its exam-
ination. When I cousidered all these
particulars, I doubted not for a moment
that heat had been the agent in bnnﬂ:ﬁ
to light, upon the parchment, the
which 1 saw designed upon it. You are
well aware that cliemical proparations
exist, and have existod thne out of mind,
by means of which it is possible to write
upon cither paper or vellum, so that the
characters shall become \'inibiu ouly when
subjected to the action of fire.

‘I now serutinized the death's head
with eare, 1ts cuter edges—the edgen of
the drawing nearest the edge of the vel-
lam—were far more distme? than the
others. It wus clear that the action of
the caloric had been imperfeet or une-
qual. T immediately kindled a fire, and
subjocted every portion of the parchment
to a glowing heat, At first, the only
effoct was the strengthening of the faint
lines in the skull; but, npon persevering
in the experiment, there becamo visible,
at the corner of the slip, diagonslly op-
posite to the spat in which the death’s
liead was delineated, the fligure of what'1
at first supposed to be a goat. A closer
serutiny, however, satisficd me that it was
intended for a kil

‘Ha! ha!" eaid I, * to bo sure I have no
right to laugh at you—a million and a
lialf of money is too serious n matter for
mirth—but you are not about to estal-
lish a third link in your- chain—yon will
not find any especinl connection between
your pirates and a goat—pirates, you
know, have nothiug to do with goats;
they appertain to the farming interest.

* But 1 have just said that the figure
was nof that of a goat.’

‘Well, a kid, then—pretty much the
same thing."

Pretty much, but not altogether,’ said
Legrand., ‘You may have heard of one
Captain Kidd, I at onee looked upon the
figure of the animal as a kind of punning
or hieroglyphical signature. I say sigua-
ture; beeause its position upon the vellum
suggested this idea, The death’s head,
at the corner diagonally opposite, had, in
the same wanner, the air of & stamp, or
seal.  But T was sorcly put out by the
absence of all elss—of the body to wmy
imagined instrument—of the text for my
context.’

‘I presume you expected to find a lot-
ter betwoen the stamp and signatars.’

ssomothing of that kind.  The fact is,
I felt irresistibly imprested with the pre-
sentiment of some vast good fortane im-
remliug. 1 can searcely say why, Der-
haps, after all, it was rather o desire than
an actoal beliel; but do yon kuow that
Jupiter's silly words, about the bug being

And then were the
series of accidents and coinecidences—
these were so very extraonlinary. Do
you observe how mere an accident it was
that these events should have oocurred
upon the sels day of all the year in which
it has been, or may be, sufliciently eool
for fire, and that without the fire, or
without the intorvention of the dog at
the precise momentin which hie appeared,
I shonld never have become aware of the
death's head, and so never the possessor
of the treasure?

‘But procce 1—I am all impatience.’

“Well; you have heard, of course, the
many stories carrent—the thousand vague
ramors about money buried, somowhere
upon the Atlantic coast, by Kidd and his
associates. The rumors must have had
some foundation in fact. And that the
romors llﬁ\'(‘ ﬁ!i!'ll.'\l 0] Iﬂl'lg .ﬂll 80 con-
tinuously, conld have resulted it appeared
to me, only from the eiroumstance of the
buried treasure still remaining entombed.
Had Kidd concealod his plundoer for a
time, and afterward reclaimed it, the ro-
mors would scarcely have reached us in
their presont uavarying form.  You will
obsorve that the stories told are all about
money-seckors, not about money-findors,
Had thoe pirate recovered his money,
there the affair would have dropped. It
ssemed to me that some accident—say
the loss of a memorandum indicating ity
locality—had deprived him of the means
of recovering it, and that this accident
lind become known to Lis followers, who
otherwise might never have hoard that
treasure had been concealed at all, and
who, busying themselves in vain, becaunse
unguided attempts, to regain it, had
given first birth, and then universal ocur-
roncy, to the reports which are now so
common. Have you ever heard of any
important troasure having been unearthed
by the digigcu for money along the coast?'

‘Never.

‘But that Kidd's accumulations were
immense, is woll known, T took it for

anted, therefore, that the earth still
E;ld them, and you will searcely be sur-
prised when 1 tell you that I felt a imm
noarly amounting to certainty, that

reliment 8o strangely found involved a
ost racord of the place of deposit.’

‘Bat how did you procesd?’

‘I held the vellum again to the fire,
aftor increasing the heat; but nothing
a red. I now thought it possible that

conting of dirt t have some-
thing to do with the fwlure; so 1 care-
fully rinsed the parchment by pouring
warm water over it in & tin pan, with the
skull downwards, and put the pan upon a
furnaco of lightod charcoal. In & few
winates, the pan having becoms thor
onghly heated, I removed the slip, and,
to my ine blo joy, found it spotted,
in sevoral with what appearsd to

be arranged in lines. 1
mum

, and s it to
remain another minate. Upon it

ppon my fancy?
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P:ll'l‘nt.,' said T, returning him the slip, ‘1
am as mueh in the dark as ever, Were
all the jewels of Goleonda awaiting me
upon my sclution of this enigma, 1 am
:&:iu sure that I should be o to carn
m,

‘And yet,' said Legrand, ‘the solution
is by no means so difficult as you might
be led to imagine from the first hasty m-
spection of the characters. These char-
ncters, as one might readily goess, form
a cipher—that is to say, they convey a
menaning ; bat then, from what is known
of Kidd, I could not suppose him capable
of constructing any of the more abstruse
eryptographs. 1 made up my mind, at
ouce, that this was of a simple species—
such, however, as woull appear, to the
crude intellect of the sailor, absclutely
insoluble without the key.

‘And you really solved it?

‘Readily; 1 have solved others of an
abstinsoness ton thousand times greater,
Cirenmstances, and a ecertain tiam of
mind, have led me to take intercst in
such riddles, and it may woll be doubted
whether hnman ingenuity can construct
an enigma of the kind which human in-
goenuity may not, by proper application,
resolve.  In fuet, having once established
connected and logible characters, | scarce-
ly gave a thonght to the mere difficulty
of developing their import,

‘In the present case—indeed in all
cases of seerot writing—the first question
rogards the language of the cipher; for
the principles of solution, so far, especi-
ally, as the more simple ciphers are con-
cerned, dopend npon, and are varied by,
the genius of the particalar idiom. In
general, there 18 no alternative but ex-
periment (directed by probabilities) of
every tongne known to him who at-
tempts the solution, until the true one is
attained, But, with the cipher now be-
fore us, all difficulty was removed by the
signature, The pun upon the word
‘Kidd" is appreciable in no other language
than the English. Duat for this consider-
ation I should have begun my attempts
with the Spanish and French, as the
tengues in which a secret of this kind
wonld mnost naturally have been written
by a pirate of the Spanish main, As it
was, 1 assumed the eryptograph to be
English,

‘Yon observe there are no divisions be-
twoen the words, Had there been divis-
ions, the task would have been sompara-
tively easy, In such cases I should have
commenced with a collation and analysis
of the shorter words, and, had a word of
a single letter ocourrod, as is most likely,
(# or 1 for example,) I should have con-
sidered this solution as asfured. But,
there being no division, my first step
was to ascortain the prodominant letters,
us well as the least frequent, Counting
all, I constrneted a table thus :

Of the character 8 there are 83,
. “ 2‘}.

$
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‘Now, in English, the letter which
most frequently ocours is o,  Afterward
the succession rnns thus: aoidAhnrsd
ayelfglmwdlpqras E prodomi-
nates so remarkably that an individual
sentence of any length is rarely seen in
which it is not the prevailing e ter.

‘Here, then, we have, in the very be-
ginning, the groundwork for somethin
more than a mere guess. The genera
uso which may be made of the table is
obvious—but, in this particular cipher,
we shall only partially require its aid.—
As our predominant charaoter is 8, we
will commence by assuming it as the ¢ of
the natural alphabet. To verify the sup-
position, lot us observe if the 8 bo seen
often in couples—for ¢ is doubled with
great froquency in English—in such
words, for example, as ‘meet,” ‘flost,
‘speed,’ ‘seen,’ ‘boen,’ ‘agree,’ &e.  In the
present instance we soo it doubled no less
than five times, although the eryptograph
is brief.

Let us assume 8, then, ase.  Now, of
all the in the languaze, ‘the’ is the
most usual] let us see, thorefore, whether
there are not repetitions of any three
charaoters, in the same order of enlles-
tion, the last of them being 8. If we
discover repetitions of such lotters, so ar-
ranged, they will most probably repre-
sont the word ‘the.” Upon inspection, we
find no less than soven such arrange-
maonts, the characters boing ;48, ]
may, thercfore, assume that ; represents
t, 4 represents b, and 8 ropresonts e—the
last being now well confirmed. Thus a
great stop has been taken.

‘But, having establishod a singlo word,
we are enabled to establish a vastly im-
portant point; that is to say, se eom-
mencements and terminations of ot:
worde.  Let us refer, for example, to
lnst instancs but one, in which the com-
bination ;48 ocours—not far from the
eud of the cipher. We know that the ;

a space for the one unknown-—
t eeth.

‘Here we are enabled, at once, to dis-
card the ‘th’ as forming ne ion of the
word commencing with the first ¢ ; since,
by experiment of the whole alphabet for
a letter adapted to the vacancy, we per-
coivea that no word can be form
which this ¢& can be a part, We are
thus narrowed in to :

t ee,
and, going throngh the alphabet, we ar-
rive at the word ‘troe,’ as the sole possi-
ble reading. We thus gain another let-
ter, r, represented by (, with the words
‘the tree,” in juxtaposition.

‘Looking beyoud these words, for a
short distance, we again see the combina-
tion (48, and employ it by way of férmin-
afion to what immediately precedes. We
have thus this arrangoment :

the tree ;4(134 the,
or, snbstituting the nutural letters, where
known, it reads thus :

the tree thr}?3h the,

‘Now, if, in the place of the unknown
characters, we leave blank spaces, or sub-
stitute dots, we read thos:

the tree thr..h the,
when the word ‘through’ makes itsell evi-
dent ot once, But this discovery gives
us three new letters, o, w and g, represent-
ed by § 7 and 3.

‘Looking, now, narrowly, through the
cipher for eombinations of known char-
acters, we find, not very far from the
beginning, this arrangement,

SA(S8, or egroe,
which, plainly, is the conclusion of the
word ‘degree,’ and gives us another lets
ter, d, represonted by 1.

‘Four lettors beyond the word ‘degree’
we perceive the combination

A6(;88.

“Translating the known characters, and
representing the unknown by dots, as be-
fore, we read thus;

th.rtee.
an arrangement immediately suggestive
of the word ‘thirteen,’ aud again farnish-
ing us with two new eharacters, ¢ and »,
represonted by G and *,

‘Referring, now, to the begiuning of
the eryptograph, we find the combina-

tion,
) 5311t
‘T'ranslating, as before, we obtain

. 1

which assures us that the first lotter is 4,
and that the firat two words are ‘A good.”

‘Tt is now time that we arrange our
key, so far as discovered, in a tabular
form, to avoid confusion. It will stand
thus:
b represents a

"

st W S2de 2D
LRS-

i

‘We have, therefore, no less than ten
of the most important lotters represent-
ed, and it will be unnecessary to procead
with the details of the solution. I have
#aid enough to convinee you that ciphers
of this nature are really soluble, and to
give you some insight into the rationale
of their development. But be assured
that the spechmen before us apperininyie
the very simplest species of eryptograph,
It now only remains to give yon the )lul!
translation of the oharacters npon the
parchment, as unriddled.  Hore it is:

‘A good glans in the Bihap's hoatsl in the
decil's seal fortiy-one degroes and thiytem
ninsites northeast and by nvrth main branch
sovanth Linb eant side shoot from the laft eyn
of the death's-head a bes lina from the tros
through the whot fifty feat owt.’’

‘Hut,' said I, ‘the enigma seems still in
as bad a condition as ever. IHow is it
stible to extort a meaning from all this
Jargon about‘devil's seats,” ‘death’s-licads’
and ‘bishop’s hotel's ' ™

‘T confess,’ replied Legrand, ‘that the
matter still wears a serious aspeet, when
regarded with a ensoal glance. My first
endeavor was to divide the sentence inte
the natural division intended by the eryp-
tographist.

*Yon mean, to punetnate it?

‘Something of that kind.'

‘But how was it possible to effest this?

I reflooted that it had been a point
with the writer to ran his words togethor
withont division, so as to inerease the
diMeulty of solution. Now, a not over-
acute man, in parsuing such an object,
wonld bo nearly cortain to overdo the
matter. When, in the course of his
eomposition he at a break in his
subject which wonld naturally require a

use, or a point, ho would be exceeding-
y apt to run his characters, at this place,
more than usnally close together. 1f you
will observe the MS., in the prosent in-
stance, you will easily detect five such
cases of unusual orowding.  Aeting npon
this hint, T made the division thus:
‘A good glass in the Rishop's hotel in the
Deeid's orty noriheant and
by morth—main br sopenih limb  gant
side—ashoot fram the eye of the deatk's
shot fifty feet out' "
“ 1t left me also in the dark, " iod
“for a few days; daring which I

‘ters we know them to represent, lolving-
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time out of mind, had held possession of
an ancient manor-house, about four miles
g °‘ﬂl".: M:
oo went over to

nmluyld my inquirics smong the old.
er nogroes of ;lﬂ! At length one
o ks o fok oy
she eard o a as ]
Castle, aud thought that she eould guide
me to it, but that it was not a castle, nor
a tavern, but a high rock.

‘I offered to pay her welliforlier trouble,
and , after some demur, she eonsented to
aceompany mo to the spot, 'Wo found it
without mueh diffienlty, when, dismissiog
her, | proceedad to examine the place.—
The *enstle’ consisted of an irrogular g—
semblage of eliffs and rocks— one of the
latter being quite romarkable for its
hight, as well as for its insnlated and
srtificinl appearance. T clambered to its
apex , and then felt much at o loss as to
what shonld be next done.

“While I was busied in roflection. my
eyes fell npon & narrow ledge in the cast-
ern face of the rock, perhaps a yard be-
low the summit upon which I stool.—
Thisledge projected about eighteen inched
and was not more than a foot wide, while
u niche in the cliff just above it , gave it
a rude resemblance to one of the hollow-
backed chairs used by our aneestors. [
made no doult that here was the ‘devil’s-
sent’ alluded to in the MS ., and I now
seomed to grasp the full seeret of the
riddle,

“The ‘good glass,’ T know, conld have
referenco to nothing but a telescape; for
the wond ‘glass’ is rarely employod in any
other senwo by seamen, Now here, I at
once saw, was a tolescope to be usnd, and
a definite point of view admitting no varia-
tion, from which to nse it. Nor did T
hesitate to beliove that the phirases, ‘forty-
one degroes and thirteon minntes,” and
‘northeast and by north ' were intended
as directions for the leveling of the glass.
Gireatly exeited by these diseoveriea, T
hurried home , procured a telescope, and
returned to the rock.

“1 let myself down to the ledge, and
found that it was hmpossible to retain a
seat upon it exeept in one partienlar posi-
tion, This fact confirmed my precon-
ecived iden. I procesdod touse the glase,
OF conrse, the forty-one degrees and thic-
teon minutes could allude to nothing but
elevation above the visible horizon, sinee
the horizontal divection was elearly indi-
cated by the words, ‘northeast by nort!.
This latter direetion I at once establish-
¢d by means of a pocket-compass; then
pointing the glass nearly at an angle of
forty-one degrees of ecievation as I conld
do it by gness, I movéd cautioosly up or
down, until my attention was arrested by
a cireular rift or opening, in the foliage
of & large trev that overtopped its follows
in the distance. In the center of this
rift T perccived a white spot, but eouald
not at first , distinguish what it was. —
Adjusting the focus of the telescope, 1
agnin lovked, and now made it out to be
& human skall,

‘Upon this dlscovery 1 was so sanguine
as to consider the enigma solved; for the
phrase ‘main branch , seventh limb , sast
side,’ could refer only to the position of
the skull upon the troe, while ‘shoot from
the left eve of the death's-head” admitted,
also, of but ene interpretation, in regard
to a search for buried treasure. 1 por-
oeived that the design was to drop a bul-
lot from the loft aye of the skull, and that
a bee-line, or , in other worils, a straight
line, drawn from the nearest poiut of tho
trank through * the shot,’ ( or the spot
where the ballet fell), and thenee extend
to a distance of fifty feet, woull indicata
a definite point—and beneath this poiut
I thought it at least possbls thot a de-
posit of value lay conocaled.’

‘Al this,” I said, ‘is exceedingly clear,
and although ingenious , still simple and
pxplicit.  When you left Bishop's Hote!,
what then!'

‘Why, having carefully taken the baar-
ings of tree I turned homewards, The
instant that T left ‘the devil's seat, tha
cirealar rift vanished ; nor could I got a
ﬁlimpw of it afterwards, torn ‘as L would.

Vhat seems to mie the ehief ingonnity in
this whole businoss in the fact { for re-

ated experimenthas convinged mo that
it /2 a faot ) that the eireglar opening in
question is visible from no other attain.
able point of view thau that afforded by
the narrow ledge upon the face of the
rock .

“In this expedition to the ‘Bishop's
Hotel! I had been attended by Jupiter,
who had no doubt observed for some
wecks past the abstraction of my domean-
ar, and took especinl care not to leave me
alone.  But on the next day, getting up
vory carly, I contrived to give "
slip and wont into the hills in search of
the tree, After much toil I foand it—

Wien I eame home atimight my valet
proposed 1o give me a » With
tho rost of the advoature iave you
are as well aet‘uainud as mysell!

‘I suppose,” said I, “you missed the
:L-ot in }lw ﬁr'l.t attempt l:i- ing,
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